
Metropolitan Police Update 9 August 2011

Suspect images released re disorder

Operation Withern is investigating the serious disorder and violence that has been affecting parts of London.

Today  (Tuesday  9  August)  police  are  releasing  the  first  of  many  images  of  suspects.

Operation Withern's priority is to bring to justice those who have committed violent and criminal acts. As the  
detailed and thorough investigation progresses police will be issuing photographs of suspects. These CCTV 
images are from incidents of looting in Croydon over last night and in Norwood Road SE27 in the early hours  
of this morning.

To view the images visit http://www.met.police.uk/rioterswanted/

In addition Flickr is hosting the same photos so that the public have as many opportunities as possible to  
help the MPS identify those responsible:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/metropolitanpolice/sets/72157627267892973/

If anyone recognises individuals in the photographs or has any information about the violence and disorder 
that has occurred they should contact the Major Investigation Team on 020 8345 4142. Alternatively anyone 
can report crime and provide information anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

We have been asked by Kit Malthouse (Chair of the Metropolitan Police Authority) to share the following 

important message with you about the violent disturbances across London in the last few days. We know 

that many of you are active in your communities in a number of ways, in churches and faith groups, schools  

and community associations and other activities connected to police and community relations. We would ask 

that you take the opportunity to relay these messages.

 •         The looting and rioting over the last few days is pure criminality. There is no excuse or rationale for  

this. Those responsible will be caught and brought before the courts to answer for their actions.

•         We will work with local communities to make sure we deal with these individuals. Photographs are 

being published and we are urging Londoners to help identify those responsible for this mindless violence. 

You can find the pictures here: http://www.flickr.com/photos/metropolitanpolice/

•         Quick and decisive action by police means that more than 525 arrests have been made so far and the 

resources are being put in place to continue to police London effectively in the coming days

•         We must remember that the vast majority of Londoners are appalled by this violence, as are most  

young Londoners. We are determined to make sure they can go about their normal business and live without 

fear of disruption and violence.

•         Independent  Custody Visitors  have  been making extra  visits  to  custody suites  across London to 

ensure that detainees are being properly treated and we are reassured that no problems have arisen to date. 

•         Please be patient with the police. All the properties and vehicles that have been damaged or destroyed 

need to be examined; to ensure they are structurally safe to be entered, but also because they are crime 

scenes and the police must be given time to gather evidence that will help bring people to justice.

•         We must remember that the family of Mark Duggan has condemned the violence, which detracts from 

their search for answers.  

 We would urge to you work with the police and others to help communities recover and return to normal as 

soon as possible
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