
Metropolitan Police Update 18 August 2011

Tonight, Thursday 18 August, at 20:00hrs, there will be a BBC Crimewatch Special featuring the violence and 
disorder across London.

The Met have now charged more than 1,000 people in connection with last week's violence and disorder.

A  total  of  1,015  people  have  been  charged  with  various  offences  out  of  the  1,781  arrests  so  far.

In total the Operation Withern investigation team includes around 500 officers. The enquiry is being led by 
the Homicide and Serious Crime Command with support from detectives, uniformed officers and police staff 
from across the MPS.

We estimate that we currently have around 20,000 hours of CCTV footage to view, although this is likely to 
increase  as  we  gather  further  material  from  CCTV,  the  public  and  other  sources.  Over  the  weekend 
Operation Withern had 125 officers dedicated to going through CCTV.

One CCTV clip on the Crimewatch Special from approximately 22:20hrs on Monday, 8 August shows an  
innocent member of the public outside the Carphone Warehouse shop in Clapham Junction. The man tries to  
stop a large group of trouble makers from smashing the Carphone Warehouse shop window further but they  
attack him with a fire extinguisher spraying it directly in his face. Police would like to hear from the victim who 
is yet to be identified; they would also like to speak to anyone who witnessed the incident.

Forensic and crime scene examiners have been working on more than 1,100 crime scenes and more than  
300 forensic submissions have already been made to labs.

The MPS is working closely with the CPS to ensure that cases are processed quickly. A large number of 
people have appeared in court and while some have already been convicted and received prison sentences 
many cases have been remanded to Crown Court.

Deputy Assistant Commissioner Stephen Kavanagh said:

"I want to thank all those people who have come forward with information already.

"What we need to do now is build on that sense of community that we have seen across the UK. There will  
be images and CCTV of incidents across London coming out.

"Please keep checking our Metropolitan Police Service Flickr page and your local papers to see if you can  
help us to identify those who were part of the disorder across London.

"It is with the public's support that we will make a real difference and continue to fill the courts with the people 
who shattered our communities on those nights."

There have been approx 7.8 million hits on the suspect images on our Flickr page. Please go to see if you  
recognise any of the wanted suspects.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/metropolitanpolice/sets/72157627267892973/

We continue to appeal for witnesses and information in relation to the disorder across London. Anyone with  
information relating to any aspect of the incident is asked to contact the Operation Withern incident room on 
020 8345 4142; if you wish to remain anonymous contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

12:00 hours on Thursday 18 August

Seven arrests in Tottenham under Operation Withern

This morning, Thursday 18 August, police have carried out a number of search warrants in Bramble Close, 
N15,  an  estate  near  Tottenham  Hale  Retail  Park  in  Haringey,  as  part  of  a  pro-active  intelligence  led 
operation, under Operation Withern, to recover stolen property and arrest those believed to be involved in  
recent incidents of disorder. A Community Observer was present to observe police action. 

Seven people have been arrested on suspicion of offences including handling stolen goods, possession with 
intent to supply cannabis, cultivating cannabis, possession of counterfeit money. 

Officers have seized property including large flat screen TVs, mobile phones, laptops, sportswear and 
thousands of pounds of suspected counterfeit cash. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/metropolitanpolice/sets/72157627267892973/


Haringey Borough Commander Sandra Looby said: "This operation is an example of the proactive 
response that we will be continuing in order to identify and arrest those involved in the criminal behaviour 
linked to the disorder last week. 

"The events witnessed in Haringey at the beginning of last week do not reflect the borough that we live and 
work in or visit on a day to day basis, and the local community has been vocal in condemning what 
happened. 

"Many local young people are involved in the Haringey Volunteer Police Cadets and have been helping to 
paint hoardings in Tottenham High Road, talking to shop keepers and speaking with residents in sheltered 
accommodation to offer reassurance and help return Haringey to normality. 

"People have shown the community spirit that is representative of Haringey. The community has shown an 
overwhelming desire to unite against the disorder and we share a clear and unified determination to return 
Haringey to everyday life and business and ensure those that harmed the community are brought to justice 
through the courts. 

"We continue to work with the community and partner agencies to make Haringey a safe borough for young 
and old alike and to ensure that those most affected by the disorder receive the appropriate support." 

Anyone with information about the disorder or who would like to pass images or footage to Operation 
Withern is asked to contact the Major Investigation Team on 020 8345 4142. Alternatively anyone can report 
crime and provide information anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

============================================================= 
18:00 hours on Wednesday 17 August 
What is needed now is peace, stability and proportionate justice for all. 
The continued recovery of the business community is essential in order to get London moving forward. 
The IPCC has appealed for witnesses to the shooting of Mark Duggan. 
The MPS is asking the public to assist in the identification of people involved in the disorder. Images of 
suspects can be found on the MPS Flickr page www.flickr.com/photos/metropolitanpolice/ 

Communities, Police and Partners should ensure they listen to the voices of young people when looking to 
develop local solutions to recent events. 

============================================================= 
At 10.00hrs on Thursday 18 August

Tonight, Thursday 18 August, at 20:00hrs, there will be a BBC Crimewatch Special featuring the violence and 
disorder across London.

One CCTV clip on the Crimewatch Special from approximately 22:20hrs on Monday, 8 August shows an 
innocent member of the public outside the Carphone Warehouse shop in Clapham Junction. The man tries to 
stop a large group of trouble makers from smashing the Carphone Warehouse shop window further but they 
attack him with a fire extinguisher spraying it directly in his face. Police would like to hear from the victim who 
is yet to be identified; they would also like to speak to anyone who witnessed the incident.

=============================================================

At 21.00hrs on Wednesday 17 August

The Metropolitan Police Service has now arrested 1744 people in connection with disorder and looting in 
London. Of these 1010 have now been charged.

============================================================= 

Help identify disorder suspects: 
Do you recognise any of the individuals in the photographs on our dedicated Flickr page or do you have any 
information about the violence and disorder that has occurred? If so, call the Major Investigation Team on 
020 8345 4142. Alternatively anyone can report crime and provide information anonymously to 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Visit: www.met.police.uk/disordersuspects 

============================================================= 

Useful Information points: 

Find out about volunteering with the police at www.metpolicecareers.co.uk 

Sign up to Neighbourhood Link, the FREE Met Police community messaging service at 

http://content.met.police.uk/Appeal/BBC-Crimewatch-Special-to-feature-London-disorder/1260269487543/1257246745782
http://www.flickr.com/photos/metropolitanpolice/


www.neighbourhoodlink.met.police.uk 

Regularly updated advice and arrest updates relating to the disorder can be found on the MPS web site 
www.met.police.uk or via the Met Twitter @metpoliceuk

For information surrounding fire safety and prevention, as well as the response from the London Fire Brigade 
to the disorder, visit the website www.london-fire.gov.uk or follow their tweets on Twitter @Londonfire

Updates regarding the Independent Police Complaints Commission investigation can be found on the IPCC 
website www.ipcc.gov.uk or follow their tweets on Twitter @IPCCnews

=========================================================== 

Support for businesses: 
Visit the regularly updated Met business advice page here: http://content.met.police.uk/News/Updates-and-
advice-for-businesses . 

If your business has suffered loss or damage as a result of the disorder, you may be able to claim 
compensation, visit www.direct.gov.uk for information. 

=========================================================== 

Haringey Council has set up a new Community Assistance Centre 
Haringey residents affected by the disorder in Tottenham can receive support via a Community Assistance 
Centre at Tottenham Green Leisure Centre, Philip Lane N15. Open 9am to 8pm 7 days a week to help with a 
wide range of issues – from emergency housing for residents whose homes were damaged by the 
disturbances to advice from a team of Council workers and voluntary organisations. If you need help or 
advice – or would like to make a donation - call 020 8489 5308.

=========================================================== 

In an emergency dial 999. An emergency is if the incident is on-going, someone suspected of a crime is 
nearby, someone is injured, being threatened or in danger, otherwise call the new police non-emergency 
number 101.

http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://content.met.police.uk/News/Updates-and-advice-for-businesses/1260269396125/1257246745756
http://content.met.police.uk/News/Updates-and-advice-for-businesses/1260269396125/1257246745756

