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Officer/police dog injury update

 
The serious criminal  unrest experienced in London over the past three days has left  dozens of 
officers injured, some seriously.

111  officers  have  been reported injured across London after  having experienced unprecedented 
violence directed at them as they have been policing London, striving to protect the public, local  
communities and property.

Many officers are still undergoing hospital treatment, some requiring surgery. Injuries range from 
fractured  bones,  serious  head  injuries,  concussion,  cuts  and  sprains,  even  injured  eyes  from 
smashed and thrown glass.

Officers  have  been  attacked  with  bricks,  bottles,  planks  of  wood  and  other  missiles.  In  some 
incidents, officers have been hit by motor vehicles, seriously risking their lives and those of the 
public.

Five police dogs have been injured as they have undertaken their duties in dealing with the unrest. 
Linpol Luke, also known as Obi, sustained a serious head injury from a thrown brick and requires 
further treatment.

 
Marshfield Mia was injured after being hit by a thrown bottle. Both dogs were injured on duty on 
Sunday. On Monday, Minstrel Blaze, Quirk Ruby and Zach all sustained injuries, including broken 
teeth and cuts from thrown missiles.

Mounted section officers have played a vital role and after successive shifts facing hostile crowds 
the officers and their horses are tired yet no injuries have been sustained and they will continue to  
play their part in keeping London safe.

Deputy Assistant Commissioner Steve Kavanagh said:

"The level of violence directed against our officers as they have bravely done their duty to keep 
London safe is unprecedented. We haveover 50 officers who have needed treatment - some may 
even  require  surgery.  Our  dog  units  and  mounted  section  have  faced  tough  conditions
and some have suffered injuries also.

"We are dealing with dangerous criminals; men and women, boys and girls, who are willing to put 
lives  at  risk  and  target  the  very  people  that  are  here  to  keep  our  communities  safe.

"But this is not just about my officers who continue to do their very best. This is also about the 
damage these thugs are  doing  to  our  neighbourhoods.  Local  shops and businesses have been 
ruined,  householders  have  been  left  homeless  and  great  damage  done  to  our  local
services and infrastructure.

"We are now undertaking an operation to identify those responsible and to bring them to justice. We 
will not tolerate this dangerous behaviour."

Anyone with information relating to the violent unrest experienced in London is urged to contact the 
incident room hotline, to report any information which may assist investigators as they bring arrests  
against  those  responsible  for  looting,  disorder  and  violence.  Call  the  incident
room hotline on 020 8345 4142 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

Arrests update

The Metropolitan Police Service has now arrested a total of 768 people in connection with violence, disorder  
and looting across London.



Since  9pm  on  Tuesday  9  August,  81  arrests  have  been  made  for  various  offences.  These  include:

- At approx 23:00hrs, in a proactive operation, officers executed a search warrant at an address in 
Church  Road,  Harlesden,  NW10.  A mobile  phone was found  containing  pictures  of  a  looted  shop  and 
jewellery. A gold chain matching the photo on the phone was also found.

- A man in  his  late  teens  /  early  20s  was arrested  for  handling  stolen  goods and  is  in  custody.

- At 00:30hrs officers on patrol in West Ella Road, Harlesden, NW10 arrested 19 people on suspicion 
of conspiracy to commit burglary after they were seen standing by two transit vans appearing to be preparing 
to go looting.

The men, aged approximately between 18 and 30-years are currently in custody.

Police are appealing for members of the public only to contact the Operation Withern Major Investigation 
Team number (020 8345 4142) if  they have specific information about those individuals who have been 
involved in the violence and disorder that has occurred across London over the past few days.

The team are receiving a significant number of calls that are not directly related to their investigation. These  
calls are impeding the ability of those with relevant information to get through to officers.

Members of the public who would like up-to-date information or advice about the disorder should visit the 
Metropolitan Police Service website: www.met.police.uk

You may also wish to consider subscribing to the official police messaging system 'Neighbourhood Link'. To 
subscribe to this service please visit: www.neighbourhoodlink.met.police.uk 

Those  who  wish  to  make  a  comment  about  the  policing  of  the  disorder  can  do  so  online  at 
www.met.police.uk In the event of an emergency, call the emergency number 999

In  the  event  of  a  non  emergency,  call  the  police  on  non  emergency  number  
101 

Please find below some useful information points that are being regularly updated regarding recent 
events: 

To  get  the  latest  information  you  can  sign  up  to  Neighbourhood  link 
www.neighbourhoodlink.met.police.uk/registration/ 

Regular updates will also appear on the MPS web site www.met.police.uk 

For  information  surrounding  fire  safety  and  prevention,  as  well  as  the  response 
from the London Fire Brigade to the disorder, visit the website www.london-fire.gov.uk 

Updates regarding the Mark Duggan investigation by the Independent Police Complaints Commission can be 
found on the IPCC website www.ipcc.gov.uk 

For those of you with smartphones, you can follow live updates throughout the day on twitter as follows: 

Met Police Service - @metpoliceuk

London Fire Brigade - @Londonfire

Independent Police Complaints Commission - @IPCCnews 


